
Paper Examples

• Katz and Murphy, QJE (1992)
• Goldin and Margo, The Great 

Compression, QJE (1992)
• Goldin and Katz, The Power of the Pill, 

JPE (2002)
• Costa and Kahn, Cowards and Heroes, 

QJE (2003)



Tables
• Use the notes:  each table/figure should be self-

contained
– Remember that most readers will only skim the paper
– BUT, don’t use the notes as a substitute for a data 

appendix
• Give descriptive labels for the variables
• Be clear what the dependent variable is
• If it’s Eq. 2 in the paper, then say so
• Don’t present coefficients that no one is 

interested in.  If you’re not going to discuss the 
coefficients, don’t waste space





Figures

• A figure is worth a thousand words
• But sometimes you just can’t use a figure 

…





Results Section

• Describe the main results in your tables
• Common errors:

– Stick to the description; don’t digress into 
comparisons with the literature

– Don’t digress into robustness results until 
you’re done with the main results

– Some material should be put in footnotes
• Don’t put in everything you did but enough 

to indicate you were thorough



Data 
• What data set using?
• What basic properties?
• How restrict sample?
• What variables constructed?

– If it’s complicated, full details can and should be given 
in a Data Appendix (Costa and Kahn 2003)

• Is there enough variation in data? 
• Start paragraphs with most important point first

– Details belong in the rest of the paragraph
– Be to the point







Data Section (Cont)

• A place to put basic means if you can use them 
as something other than means (e.g. interesting 
in and of themselves or useful for talking about 
bias)
– Another place to put means is in the results table
– Another place to put means is a descriptive trends 

section
• Costa and Kahn (2003): “Table II illustrates the 

wide variation in shirking and mortality rates by 
states.”



Where should I put the Data 
Section?

• Katz and Murphy (1992): Immediately after 
the introduction and before description of 
trends and supply and demand framework

• Costa and Kahn (2003): After Empirical 
Framework and after description of how 
Union Army worked



Trends or other Descriptive Stuff 
Section

• For some papers documenting a trend is 
particularly important

• For others need some basic background 
whether historical or other (e.g. how an industry 
works)

• e.g. Goldin and Katz (2002)
– After intro: The Pill and Single Women

• A: Diffusion
• B: State Variation in Laws
• C: Impact of State Laws

– Frameworks to Understand comes after this section



Model/Framework Section
• If an empirical paper, should be related to 

empirical work
– No point in presenting a theory you then don’t 

test
– Before you write this section up know what 

the empirical work is going to tell you
– Although the way you think about the problem 

is going to be motivated by theory, some 
leads will be red herrings and there’s no point 
inflicting these on the reader



Model/Framework (Cont.)

• Goldin and Katz (2002): “How could the 
diffusion of the pill have altered 
professional career investments by young 
women?”
– theory shows that this is possible and then the 

next section presents empirical work to prove 
this

– Note nice use of words to give intuition 
beforehand





Model/Framework (Cont.)

• Use enough words throughout so clear 
what each step in the model is

• Clearly state what the predictions are
– Note that they could be ambiguous and what 

you’re just estimating is the size of an effect





Model/Framework (Cont.)
• Costa and Kahn (2003)

– Empirical Framework right after intro
• Pay lip service to theory papers
• State hypotheses up front
• Explain why think that various variables matter for 

production function
• Explain where variation coming from

– Econometric Framework after describe data
• What regressions are you running?
• Get to the point







Putting Results in Context

• This should be a whole new section
• Costa and Kahn (2003): Implications 

Section
– Relate findings to literature
– Give predicted values and show which 

predictors most important
– Public policy issues: why army doesn’t have 

100% homogeneity today
• Not all papers will have this type of section



Some alternatives sections after 
the results section

• Goldin and Katz (2002): Alternative 
Explanations

• Katz and Murphy (1992): Understanding 
Changes in Education and Experience 
Differentials

• Goldin and Margo (1992): Explaining the 
Great Compression



Literature Review

• This should not be a section
• Place yourself in the literature in the 

introduction
• Refer to the literature in the 

model/framework section, the context 
section, and the conclusion



What goes in a footnote?
• Useful but use wisely -- you’re not lawyers
• Use for details that need to be in but that you 

don’t want cluttering up the text
• e.g. “See X for more detailed treatments on the 

effects of international trade flows on labor 
demand.”

• e.g. “Katz and Murphy (1990) show that this 
demand measure is appropriate even in the 
presence of within-sector, factor neutral 
technical change.”
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